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Special Points of
Interest: Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse During
the COVID-19 Pandemic
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total number of reports exceeding 2 million in
March 2020 and 4 million in April 2020 (Brewster,
2020). We also see some evidence of increased help
seeking. Stop It Now! in the United States reported
increased online traffic to their pages offering advice
to people concerned about their own sexual
thoughts and behaviors.

To respond to increased concerns about risk and
increased help seeking, we developed lists of vetted
resources for family members who want to keep
children safe and for persons concerned about their
own sexual thoughts or behaviors involving
children. We selected the listed resources because
they are provided by credible sources, provide
concrete and up-to-date advice, are readily
accessible by phone or online, are free or very low
cost, and (for some resources) are available in
languages other than English. Resources include
confidential helplines, self-help sites, and peer
support forums. The Moore Center for the
Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse maintains these
pages. In addition, the Moore Center fast-tracked
the launch of a new self-help course, Help Wanted,
for adolescents and young adults who are concerned

about their sexual thoughts or behaviors involving
children.

We need more proactive responses to prevent child
sexual exploitation and abuse, including help for
people who are concerned about their sexual
thoughts or behaviors involving children. Help
Wanted and the self-help resource page are part of
our long-term commitment to identify, evaluate,
and implement effective perpetration prevention
resources to complement the resources already in
place through law enforcement, child protection,
victim services, and perpetrator treatment (Assini-
Meytin et al., 2020).
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How can we help support you through these trying times?

APSAC continues to develop new resources to meet the needs that have been expressed by
some members. As we plan to do even more, we need to hear from you! Please take a
moment to complete this survey - you'll be entered into a drawing for a free annual

membership!

Take the Survey
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